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Lower Tanana language 


Lower Tanana (also Tanana and/or Middle Tanana) is an 

endangered language spoken in Interior Alaska in the lower 
Tanana River villages of Minto and Nenana. Of about 380 
Tanana people in the two villages, about 30 still speak the 
language. As of 2010, "Speakers who grew up with Lower 
Tanana as their first language can be found only in the 250- 
person village of Minto.It is one of the large family of 
Athabaskan languages , also known as Dene. 

The Athabaskan (or Dene) bands who formerly occupied a 
territory between the Salcha and the Goodpaster rivers spoke a 
distinct dialect that linguists term the Middle Tanana language. 
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Dialects 


■ Toklat area dialect; {TutI 'ot) 

■ Minto Flats-Nenana River dialect; Minto (Menhti) and 
Nenana {Nina No ') 


(Lower) Tanana 


Menhti Kenaga 

Native to 

United States 

Region 

Alaska (middle 
Yukon River, 
Koyukuk River) 

Ethnicity 

400 Tanana 
(2007)W 

Native speakers 

15 (2007)W 

Language family 

Dene- 


Yeniseian? 

■ Na-Dene 
■ Athabaskan 


- Northern 
Athabaskan 

■ (Lower) 
Tanana 


Writing system 

Latin (Northern 

Athabaskan 

alphabet) 

Official status 

Official language in 

Alaska!^! 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

taa 

Glottolog 

lowel425 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/lowel4 

25 


■ Chena River dialect; Chena Village {Ch 'eno ') 

■ Salcha River dialect; Salcha (So/ Chagef) 


Vocabulary Samples 

■ dena man 

■ tr'axa woman 

■ setseya my grandfather 

■ setsu my grandmother 

■ xwt'ana clan 





















■ ddhet mountain 

■ tu water 

■ sresr black bear 

■ bedzeyh caribou 

■ tiga dog 

■ beliga' his/her dog 

■ k'wy' willow 

■ katreth moccasin 

■ tr'iyh canoe 

■ yoyekoyh Northern Lights {Aurora Borealis) 

■ tena trail 

■ khwn' a river 

■ t’eede gaay girl-child (Middle Tanana) 

Phonology 


Consonants 




Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Post- 

Retroflex 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 



central 

lateral 

alveolar 


plain 

[P] 


[t] 





[k] 

[?] 

Plosive 

aspirated 



[th] 





[kh] 



ejective 



n 





[k'i 



plain 


[t0] 

[ts] 

[ti] 

[tj] 

[t?] 




Affricate 

aspirated 


[t0h] 

[tsh] 

[tih] 

[tPi 

[t?'] 





ejective 


[to'] 

[ts'i 

[ti'i 

[tn 

[t?'] 




Fricative 

voiceless 


[0] 

[s] 

[i] 

[j] 



[X] 

[h] 

voiced 


[8] 

[z] 





[y] 


Nasal 



[n] 







Approximant 

[w] 



[1] 



0] 




Vowels 

Vowel sounds in Tanana are /a ee i~i u~u o/. 

Songs 


In a 2008-2009 project, linguist Siri Tuttle of the University of Alaska 's Native Language Center "worked 
with elders to translate and document song lyrics, some on file at the language center and some recorded 
during the project."^^] 







"The Minto dialect of Tanana ... allows speakers to occasionally change the number of syllables in longer 
words. 


Notes 


1. (Lower) Tanana (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/taa/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2014/04/21/305688602/alaska-oks-bill-making-native- 
languages-official 

3. Hammarstrdm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Lower Tanana" (htt 
p://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/lowel425). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

4. Christopher Eshleman (2010-11-09). '^eal Charlie dies at 91. Minto elder, former chief kept 
lan guage cu lture alive" (https://archive.is/20130129233212/http://newsminer.com/bookmark/10 
21 2065-Neal-Char lie-dies-at-91-Minto-elder-=former-chief-kept-language-culture-alive). 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. Archived from the original (http://newsminer.com/bo okmark/1021 
2065-Neal-Charlie-dies-at-91-Minto-elder-=former-chief-kept-language-culture-alive) on 2013- 
01-29. Retrieved 2012-09-15. 

5. Christopher Eshleman (2010-09-13). "Fairbanks Daily News-Miner - Alaska Native Language 
Center linguist helps document dialects" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20101203141358/http:// 
www.newsminer.eom/view/fuN_story/9503554/article-Alaska-Nahve-Language-Center-linguist-h 
elps-document-dialects). Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. Archived from the original (http://newsm 
iner.eom/view/full_story/9503554/article-Alaska-Native-Language-Center-linguist-helps-docum 
ent-dialects?) on 2010-12-03. Retrieved 2012-09-15. 
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External links 


■ Lower Tanana basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi- 
bin/response.cgi?root=newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\nde\pca&limit=-l) 
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